In the work, of which the following pages are an analysis, the author has carefully abstained from theorising, and has made few statements that are not borne out by the observations he records. The result has been a much greater degree of precision than is usually met with, and the ascertaining of several important points which have hitherto been generally overlooked. Still, though the treatise is in a great measure founded upon original observations, M. Valleix has not, like too many of his countrymen, neglected to avail himself of the labours of his predecessors of all nations, whenever they have been recorded with sufficient exactitude; but, as we shall perceive during our further progress, the num-
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Vallkix on Neuralgia. "I do not pretend," M. Valleix continues, " to say that these different pains have not numerous features in common, and do not approximate each other in their nature, but the difference of seat produces so great differences in their manifestation, progress, and appropriate treatment, that the practitioner is obliged to distinguish them carefully. In general pathology, it would perhaps be right to bring out their numerous affinities; in this work, in which facts are chiefly regarded in a practical point of view, I have thought it proper, on the contrary, to render their differences prominent. In other words, finding in the principal nervous trunks which ramify upon the surface of the body, an affection whose characters are clearly defined, I have formed a pathological group, upon which an exact and rigorous observation may be employed with every chance of success. This group is constituted by the neuralgia, distinguished from the visceralgia and symptomatic nervous pains." (pp. 4-5.) Whatever may be thought of the general arguments upon which this determination is founded, we are assured that M. Valleix has done wisely in acting upon it in the present instance, and that we are indebted to it for a much better book than would in all probability have been produced had he allowed himself to follow the more ordinary plan.
In proceeding with our analysis, we shall first take a general view of the subject, and then pass to the consideration of the different forms of neuralgia, reversing thus the order which our author has followed ; and in doing this, we shall confine ourselves almost exclusively to varieties of neuralgia, and that the most remarkable circumstance noticed by that observer, namely, the existence of a painful spot upon the cervix uteri, which will be more particularly considered immediately, was a symptom of a complication with another species of neuralgia, the lumbo-abdominal. By attending carefully to the circumstances noticed above, the diagnosis, which is often found so puzzling in painful affections of the thorax, will be greatly facilitated. The existence or absence of disease in the respiratory organs must of course be carefully ascertained by means of auscultation and percussion. The want of that peculiar anxiety and sense of impending dissolution, which is so characteristic of angina pectoris, distinguishes the affection we are now considering from that more important malady. It is more difficult to lay down rules for discriminating it from rheumatism of the thoracic parietes, but in general the seat of the pain in the latter affection will be found less circumscribed, and the three points not distinguishable. The suffering is also greatest when the muscles are called into action.
For other differential symptoms we must refer to the original work itself, (pp. 408-11.) [Jan.
In acute diseases of the spine there can be no difficulty in making the diagnosis. Chronic diseases are more liable to be mistaken, but even in these M. Valleix believes that it will be generally found that pressure is more painful immediately over the spinous processes than at the sides, while precisely the contrary obtains in this neuralgia. Our author is of opinion that the affection known in this country and in America by the name of spinal irritation is nothing more than neuralgia: on this point we shall not hazard an opinion, but shall merely quote the following observation as worthy of attention : " The pain produced by pressure is situated at the exit of the nerve, on a level with the intervertebral foramen, and in no other position; now, if there had been really an irritation of the medulla, and if this irritation were the cause of the disease, in some cases, if not in all, the pain should be found at the origin of the nerve, and consequently in a point more or less elevated above the intervertebral foramen, in proportion as the neuralgia is seated lower down. But this will be seen not to be the case." (p. 345 )
Intercostal neuralgia is, perhaps, the most important variety, in a practical point of view, hitherto noticed. It is extremely frequent in this country, and, according to our experience, almost confined to young women : it is constantly mistaken by practitioners for chronic inflammation of the thoracic and abdominal organs, especially of the pleura, lungs, liver, and spleen, to the great injury of the patients.
Lumbo-abdominal neuralgia. This variety^of the disease is still less known than the preceding, the only form under which it has been studied, being that which is denominated ileo-scrotal neuralgia. In reference to the anatomy of the parts concerned, it is necessary that the reader should bear in mind, 1, that the posterior branches of the lumbar nerves become subcutaneous at the outside of the spinous processes; 2, that there are several pretty large cutaneous filaments which run downwards to the integuments of the hip, and intersect the crest of the ilium at right angles, 
